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Abstract

Although not attributed to any of the Companions of the Prophet, the list of the chronological order of
Qur’anic revelation attributed jointly to Tkrimah and al-Hasan al-Basri has achieved considerable
prominence in the Islamic scholarly tradition. This list, transmitted as a single report attributed to both
Successors (tabi un) ,has been preserved through a solitary chain of transmission in which Husayn b.
Wagqid al-Marwazi plays a pivotal role. In terms of its frequency of citation in works produced during the
first ten centuries of Islam, the report of ‘Tkrimah and al-Hasan ranks second only to the list attributed to
‘Ata’ al-Khurasani, and in some works it constitutes the sole source for the chronological order of
revelation. This study investigates the authenticity of the list attributed to ‘7Tkrimah and al-Hasan and
seeks to determine the historical context of its transmission. Drawing upon early sources, the study
collects all extant reports concerning the chronological order of revelation and, after accounting for
intentional and unintentional textual variations across different manuscript traditions, compares the report
of ‘Tkrimah and al-Hasan with parallel narrations. Employing both classical and contemporary methods
of hadith criticism, it evaluates the report's authenticity and historical development. The findings reveal
substantial grounds for questioning the attribution of the extant version of the chronological list to these
two Successors. An analysis of the isnad network and the role of common links, particularly in light of
Husayn b. Wagqid's scholarly engagement with the chronology of revelation and the doctrine of naskh
(abrogation), suggests that he was the principal compiler of this list. While the general framework of
chronological lists of revelation appears to have existed at least since the time of ‘Ata’ al-Khurasant in
the early Islamic period, the earliest dissemination of the distinctive version attributed to ‘Ikrimah and al-
Hasan took place in Marw during the mid-second/eighth century. Accordingly, its attribution to these two
authorities appears to have served primarily as a means of enhancing its scholarly authority rather than
reflecting its actual provenance.

Keywords: Qur’anic history, chronological order of revelation; ‘Ikrimah; al-Hasan al-Basri; dating
of traditions.
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