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Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still praising thee. Selah.
Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; in whose heart are the ways of them.
Who passing through the valley of Baca make it a well; the rain also filleth the

pools. (King James Version, Psalms 84, 341).
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(Only the people sacrificed in high places, because there was no house built unto

the name of the LORD, until those days. And Solomon loved the LORD, walking
in the statutes of David his father: only he sacrificed and burnt incense in high

place) (king james, 1kings, 208).
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Abstract

This study aims to conduct a semiotic discourse analysis of Qur’an 36:13-32 in order to uncover its
multiple layers of meaning within the Meccan context. These verses narrate the story of a town whose
inhabitants rejected the divine messengers, conveying theological, admonitory, and didactic messages.
However, the mechanisms through which meaning is generated within this discourse require further
investigation. The central research question examines how signs, binary oppositions, and semantic
systems construct meaning in these verses and influence their audience. The study employs a semiotic
analytical approach grounded in contemporary theories of semiotics to identify the signs and underlying
semantic structures embedded in the text. The findings demonstrate that signs such as al-qaryah ("the
town") and rajulun min aqsa al-madinah ("a man came from the farthest part of the city") generate implicit
meanings associated with Mecca. Furthermore, binary oppositions such as faith versus disbelief and
monotheism versus polytheism organize the discourse, while semantic systems operating at the explicit,
implicit, and ideological levels evoke fear, hope, and moral reflection among both the Quraysh and the
believers. Overall, the study concludes that through an intricate network of signs and semantic systems,
these verses transform the Meccan call to Islam into a compelling and enduring message.
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Abstract

Contemporary atheists such as Richard Dawkins and Stephen Hawking, who have played a significant
role in promoting atheistic thought, primarily rely on the self-sufficiency of the laws of physics and natural
selection to explain the emergence of life, complex systems, and organized structures. From the
perspective of reductive naturalism, the laws of nature are regarded as sufficient to account for the origin
of complexity, order, and harmony, thereby denying the necessity of any external cause or agent.
Employing a descriptive-analytical method, this study critically examines the assumption of the self-
sufficiency of nature in the emergence of order and complex structures by drawing upon evidence derived
from the traditions of Imam al-Sadiq (pbuh) as well as contemporary scientific findings. The study argues
that neither is God a substitute for nature, nor are the laws of nature a substitute for God. Rather, the laws
of nature function as secondary causes and instruments through which the Creator brings His will into
effect. Furthermore, it emphasizes that empirical science is concerned solely with describing and
explaining how natural phenomena occur, whereas questions concerning their ultimate cause and purpose
lie beyond the scope of the experimental method and require rational and philosophical inquiry. The
impossibility of the spontaneous emergence of pervasive order, the inadequacy of natural selection as a
purposive mechanism in the absence of an intelligent agent, the stability and normative character of the
laws of nature, the existence of precise recurrent patterns, and the occurrence of anomalies that transcend
ordinary natural processes are identified as major considerations challenging the claim that the laws of
nature are self-sufficient in accounting for the order of the universe.

Keywords: self-sufficiency of the laws of nature; argument from design; existence of God; natural
selection; Stephen Hawking; Richard Dawkins.
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Revelation Attributed to ‘Tkrimah and al-Hasan al-Basri
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Abstract

Although not attributed to any of the Companions of the Prophet, the list of the chronological order of
Qur’anic revelation attributed jointly to Tkrimah and al-Hasan al-Basri has achieved considerable
prominence in the Islamic scholarly tradition. This list, transmitted as a single report attributed to both
Successors (tabi un) ,has been preserved through a solitary chain of transmission in which Husayn b.
Wagqid al-Marwazi plays a pivotal role. In terms of its frequency of citation in works produced during the
first ten centuries of Islam, the report of ‘Tkrimah and al-Hasan ranks second only to the list attributed to
‘Ata’ al-Khurasani, and in some works it constitutes the sole source for the chronological order of
revelation. This study investigates the authenticity of the list attributed to ‘7Tkrimah and al-Hasan and
seeks to determine the historical context of its transmission. Drawing upon early sources, the study
collects all extant reports concerning the chronological order of revelation and, after accounting for
intentional and unintentional textual variations across different manuscript traditions, compares the report
of ‘Tkrimah and al-Hasan with parallel narrations. Employing both classical and contemporary methods
of hadith criticism, it evaluates the report's authenticity and historical development. The findings reveal
substantial grounds for questioning the attribution of the extant version of the chronological list to these
two Successors. An analysis of the isnad network and the role of common links, particularly in light of
Husayn b. Wagqid's scholarly engagement with the chronology of revelation and the doctrine of naskh
(abrogation), suggests that he was the principal compiler of this list. While the general framework of
chronological lists of revelation appears to have existed at least since the time of ‘Ata’ al-Khurasant in
the early Islamic period, the earliest dissemination of the distinctive version attributed to ‘Ikrimah and al-
Hasan took place in Marw during the mid-second/eighth century. Accordingly, its attribution to these two
authorities appears to have served primarily as a means of enhancing its scholarly authority rather than
reflecting its actual provenance.

Keywords: Qur’anic history, chronological order of revelation; ‘Ikrimah; al-Hasan al-Basri; dating
of traditions.
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Abstract

Childbearing has consistently been encouraged and valued in Islamic religious sources. Nevertheless,
certain scriptural texts appear, at first glance, to discourage having children, thereby creating an apparent
tension with other religious evidence. Given the significance of childbearing and population growth, as
well as the necessity of resolving apparent inconsistencies within religious texts, a careful examination of
the transmitted evidence allegedly condemning childbearing and a clarification of its intended meaning
are essential. The principal question addressed in this study is: What is the true meaning of the scriptural
evidence that appears to discourage childbearing, and what objections can be raised against interpreting
these texts as advocating birth limitation? The study is based on the hypothesis that no genuine
contradiction exists among the transmitted texts and that the reports seemingly discouraging childbearing
are not, in fact, intended to condemn it. Its primary objective is to clarify the meaning of the relevant
religious texts and resolve their apparent inconsistencies through a critical examination of the evidence
cited in support of discouraging childbearing. A secondary objective is to remove perceived intra-religious
obstacles to promoting childbearing. This theoretical, problem-oriented study, which seeks to contribute
to the development of existing scholarship, is based on library research focusing primarily on hadith
collections and Qur’anic exegetical sources. The collected data were subsequently analyzed through
textual, rational, and comparative approaches, with particular attention to related scriptural evidence. The
findings indicate that the notion that Islamic transmitted sources condemn childbearing stems from an
inadequate understanding of key concepts such as bala’ (divine trial), the conflation of complete causes
with preparatory causes, and insufficient attention to the contextual framework of the relevant traditions.
Once these considerations are taken into account, it becomes evident that the transmitted evidence in
guestion does not support the condemnation of childbearing.

Keywords: conflicting hadiths; birth limitation; population growth; childbearing; textual analysis.
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Abstract

The presence of weaknesses in the chains of transmission (isndds) of many hadiths has significantly
undermined their authenticity and reliability, leading to the marginalization of a substantial body of
transmitted reports. In response, various methods have been developed to recover the contents of early
hadith sources and reassess the evidentiary value of such traditions. Among these, the method of
“recurrent chains of transmission” has demonstrated considerable potential for restoring the credibility of
reports preserved in early sources. Using a descriptive-analytical approach, this study provides a precise
definition of this method, explains its application in reconstructing early hadith sources, and implements
it through a case study of the traditions attributed to the works of ‘A/7 b. al-Hasan al-Tatari. One of the
principal contributions of this study is the identification of recurrent transmission patterns within
otherwise non-prominent isnads, thereby enhancing their evidentiary value. More specifically, by
applying the method of recurrent chains of transmission to an isnad transmitted through Ibn Sama‘ah to
al-Tatari, the study demonstrates that seven independent hadith traditions can be traced back to al-TatarT's
works. Moreover, the analysis shows that the documentary weaknesses affecting two of these reports can,
to a considerable extent, be mitigated through corroborative transmission evidence.

Keywords: hadith reconstruction; early hadith sources; recurrent chains of transmission; ‘Al b. al-
Hasan al-Tatart; hadith studies.
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Abstract

Certain lexical items in the Qur’an occur only once and are therefore classified as Qur’anic hapax
legomena. One of the most significant examples is the term Bakkah in Qur’an 3:96, which appears in the
context of the Qur’anic dialogue with the People of the Book concerning the first house of worship
established for humankind. In the Qur’an, the term denotes a specific location whose precise meaning and
geographical extent remain a matter of scholarly disagreement among Qur’anic exegetes and researchers.
Accordingly, this study employs a descriptive-analytical approach to examine the semantic significance
of Bakkah and determine its precise geographical scope. The findings indicate that the term Bakkah
possesses both linguistic and historical antecedents in the traditions of the People of the Book as well as
among Muslims, and that the Qur’an employs this familiar designation in its polemical engagement with
the Jewish community. Derived from the root b-k-k, Bakkah reflects a common biliteral Semitic and Afro-
Asiatic root (b-k) conveying the sense of pressing, crowding, or crushing. The widespread assumption
that Bakkah and Makkah are synonymous is shown to be open to serious criticism on both linguistic and
geographical grounds. Rather, the two terms denote distinct concepts and locations. The designation
Bakkah, which is also mentioned in the Book of Psalms, refers specifically to the valley situated between
Mount Abii Qubays and Mount Qu‘ayqi ‘an, where the Ka‘bah stands, encompassing the area of al-Masjid
al-Haram. The name Bakkah is understood to derive from the intense crowding and congestion of people
in this sacred precinct, a meaning that corresponds closely to the original semantic value of the root in the
Afro-Asiatic languages.
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Abstract

In recent decades, the growing body of interdisciplinary research on religion and health has contributed
to the emergence of a new field of inquiry known as the theology of health. This field examines the
relationship between religious teachings and the various dimensions of human well-being, including
physical, psychological, social, and spiritual health. Although studies in this area have expanded
considerably within other religious traditions, the potential of the Qur’an and hadith for articulating a
coherent theological framework of health that addresses the challenges of contemporary society remains
insufficiently explored. The present study seeks to examine the role of Qur’anic and hadith teachings in
the formation of a theology of health and to investigate how these sources can contribute to the promotion
of human well-being and respond to the needs of contemporary healthcare systems. Adopting a
descriptive-analytical method within an interdisciplinary framework, the study explores the concept of
the theology of health and its relationship to religion-and-health studies while examining the contributions
of the Qur’an and hadith to disease prevention, health promotion, and therapeutic care. The findings
indicate that Islamic teachings not only provide a foundation for spiritual well-being but also offer
significant resources for enhancing physical, psychological, and social health. When investigated through
rigorous scientific methodologies, these teachings can make meaningful contributions to the enrichment
of contemporary healthcare systems. Furthermore, the theology of health can play an important role in
dispelling superstitious and unscientific practices attributed to religion, fostering a critical reappraisal of
the legacy of so-called "Islamic medicine,” and contributing to the development of evidence-informed
complementary models of healthcare. Accordingly, the Qur'an and hadith may be regarded as
foundational sources for constructing an Islamic theology of health and for advancing the broader field
of applied theology in the contemporary world.

Keywords: Qur’'an and hadith; theology of health; applied theology, public health; healthcare; folk
medicine; modern medicine.
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Testimonial Authentication

Seyed Mojtaba Hossein Nejad * Received: 17/10/2025
Saeid Ahmadi Fard ** ® Accepted: 26/04/2026
Abstract

The Tafsir attributed to Imam al-Hasan al-‘AskarT (A.S.) is an incomplete transmitted (ma thiir)
commentary that is said to preserve the Imam’s teachings as recorded by two of his disciples over a period
of seven years. Its authenticity has long been a matter of scholarly dispute. Since numerous religious
rulings—particularly in the area of subsidiary legal questions (furi * al-figh)—are based exclusively on
traditions preserved in this commentary, accepting or rejecting its narrations has significant implications
for the derivation of Islamic legal rulings. This study examines the principal arguments advanced by both
supporters and critics of the work and critically evaluates the objections raised against its authenticity.
The findings indicate that previous assessments have not given sufficient consideration to the full range
of evidence relevant to its probative value. In particular, the reliability of the transmitters appearing in
Shaykh al-Sadiiq’s chain of transmission to the Tafsir, together with the reliance placed upon this work
by prominent scholars such as Shaykh al-Sadiq, al-TabrisT, Ibn Shahr Ashab, and al-Rawandi, provides
sufficient grounds for confidence in the transmission (wuthiig sudiir) of its contents from the infallible
Imam. Consequently, the traditions contained in this Tafsir may be regarded as authoritative. Moreover,
since the authority of these traditions derives intrinsically from cumulative scholarly attestation—
particularly the Testimonial Authentication (shahdadah inhilaliyyah) of eminent authorities such as
Shaykh al-Sadag—the presence of a limited number of weak reports does not undermine the evidentiary
validity of the remaining traditions contained in the work.

Keywords: Tafsir attributed to Imam al-Hasan al- ‘Askari; wuthiiq sudiir (confidence in transmission);
Shaykh al-Sadiig, intrinsic probative authority; Testimonial Authentication.
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Abstract

Reports concerning ‘Abd Allah b. Mas ‘ud’s to the appointment of Zayd b. Thabit for the compilation of
the Qur’an during the caliphate of ‘Uthman, as well as his refusal to surrender his personal codex
(mushaf), have been transmitted through diverse chains (furug) and textual versions in Sunni hadith and
historical sources. This study employs multiple methods of hadith dating, including isnad analysis and
combined isnad—textual analysis, in order to reconstruct the historical and geographical origins of these
reports and trace their gradual development over time. The findings of the isnad analysis indicate that Tbn
Mas ‘ad functions as the common pivotal transmitter across these reports, with at least seven transmitters
reporting from him. The tradition appears to have originated and circulated in Kiifa before 30 AH, later
spreading to Basra through subsequent generations. Key secondary common links that played a significant
role in its transmission include 4bi Ishaq al-Sabi i, al-A ‘mash—both Kiifan transmitters—and Ibrahim
b. Sa‘'d from Medina. The results of the isnad-textual analysis show that all versions consistently
emphasize Ibn Mas ‘1id’s elevated status during the lifetime of the Prophet and describe Zayd b. Thabit as
a young man (with two locks of hair, “dhii’abatan ), a detail often interpreted as an allusion to his Jewish
background. All versions also include Ibn Mas ‘@id’s refusal to hand over his codex and his encouragement
of the Kiifans to follow his stance. In the recension of Shaqiq b. Salamah, an additional claim appears
asserting Ibn Mas‘lid’s superiority in Qur’anic knowledge. In the transmissions of Ibrahim b. Sa‘d,
however, the reference to dhi abatan is omitted, while a new element expressing Ibn Mas‘ad’s
resentment at being excluded from the official codification process is introduced.

Keywords: Qur anic history, compilation of the Qur an; Ibn Mas ‘iid; dating of reports; isnad analysis;
textual criticism.
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Abstract

The Qur’anic fasilah (verse-ending) is a rhetorical device within the field of Qur’anic rhetoric (balaghah)
that concerns the structural and stylistic closure of Qur’anic verses. This concept—also referred to as
ru’its al-ay (heads of verses)—bears both similarities to and differences from poetic rhyme (gafiyah) and
prose rhyme (saj ). It constitutes one of the debated issues among Qur’anic exegetes concerned with the
literary dimensions of the Qur’an. Among these exegetes, al-Baydawi, in his commentary Anwar al-Tanzil
wa Asrar al-Ta 'wil, frequently engages with this concept in his discussion of Qur’anic rhetorical features.
Consequently, later exegetes have debated his position, either accepting or rejecting the applicability of
the notion of fasilah in various Qur’anic contexts. A precise understanding of al-Baydawi’s view on the
concept and function of fasilah is therefore essential for a proper interpretation of this rhetorical category.
This study seeks to reconstruct al-Baydawi’s perspective through a comprehensive survey of all instances
in which he refers to this concept, followed by a detailed analytical examination of his usage. It also
considers the views of later exegetes and, through an inferential method, offers a more precise depiction
of al-Baydawi’s rhetorical framework. The study is organized into two main sections: the first examines
the semantic meaning of fasilah and its historical development prior to al-Baydawi in order to clarify the
extent of his intellectual indebtedness to earlier scholars; the second analyzes the specific contexts in
which al-Baydawi employs the term in his exegesis. The findings indicate that al-Baydaw treats fasilah
and ru ’iis al-ay as synonymous concepts and employs them alongside alternative interpretive possibilities.
Moreover, later exegetes generally appear to have been influenced by his formulation and usage of the
concept.

Keywo rds: Anwar al-Tanzil wa Asrar al-Ta 'wil: ru’iis al-ay,; Qur’anic rhetoric; fasilah,; al-Baydawi’s
exegesis.
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Abstract

Motivation constitutes the driving force behind human action and represents a fundamental element in the
educational process. Accordingly, the Qur’an accords it a central role in the cultivation and moral development
of human beings. The present study aims to identify the essential requirements of motivational leadership as
derived from the Qur’an. Employing a qualitative analytical approach to the Qur’anic text, the study identifies
four principal categories of requirements. The first comprises foundational requirements, including the
worthiness of educational objectives and the adoption of appropriate motivational strategies. The second
encompasses contextual requirements, such as maintaining balance, adopting a process-oriented approach,
optimizing opportunities, tailoring motivational strategies to individual characteristics, recognizing the role of
divine lordship in human success, managing unforeseen changes, implementing exceptional measures when
required by higher interests, providing wise guidance, observing priorities, presenting exemplary models,
preserving the leader's independence, and demonstrating patience and perseverance. The third category
concerns learner-oriented requirements, including cultivating constructive emotional relationships with
learners, articulating a practical vision, facilitating learners' understanding, and fostering collective motivation.
The fourth consists of goal-oriented requirements, namely the cultivation, refinement, and preservation of
desirable motivations. The findings indicate that, from the Qur’anic perspective, successful motivational
leadership requires adherence to comprehensive principles governing all aspects of educational practice,
particularly those related to the learners' personal and developmental dimensions. Furthermore, motivational
efforts lacking worthy objectives and appropriate strategies are devoid of educational value. Finally, the
cultivation, refinement, and preservation of motivation constitute not only indispensable prerequisites for the
educational process but also its fundamental objectives.

Keywords: Qur’an; motivational leadership; foundational requirements, contextual requirements;
educational process; Islamic education.
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Abstract

The Qur’anic statement, “We shall surely grant them their reward according to the best of what they used
to do” (wa-lanajziyannahum ajrahum bi-akisani ma kanii ya ‘maliin), represents one of the most profound
Qur’anic teachings concerning the interplay of divine justice and grace within the system of reward and
recompense. The central question of this study is the meaning of the expression bi-ahsani ma kana
ya‘'maliin and the manner in which it explains the nature and measure of divine reward. Adopting a
descriptive-analytical approach, and drawing upon Sunni and Shi‘T exegetical sources, relevant hadith
traditions, and educational analyses by Muslim scholars of education, the study critically examines the
principal interpretations of this expression. The findings demonstrate that the phrase should not be
understood merely as indicating that God rewards individuals solely on the basis of their best deed. Rather,
it denotes an elevating mechanism of divine grace through which God perfects the righteous deeds of
believers, raising them to their highest degree of excellence, while—through faith and steadfast
perseverance—concealing their sins or transforming them into good deeds. This interpretation is
supported by related Qur’anic passages, including “Indeed, the patient will be given their reward without
measure” (Q. 39:10) and verses affirming the multiplication of righteous deeds. Beyond its theological
and exegetical significance, this Qur’anic teaching offers important implications for positive psychology,
moral motivation, religious education, and the cultivation of hope and personal responsibility. The study
concludes that the promise embodied in bi-ahsani ma kant ya‘maliin reflects the harmonious integration
of divine justice and mercy and presents an inspiring paradigm for the ethical and spiritual development
of human beings.
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